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One by one, many of  the working class quarters of  London have been invaded 
 by the middle classes – upper and lower. Shabby, modest mews and cottages  
– two rooms up and two rooms down – have been taken over, when their leases  
expired, and have become elegant, expensive residencies. Larger Victorian houses,  
downgraded in an earlier or recent period – which were used as lodging houses or 
were otherwise in multiple occupation – have been upgraded again […] Once  
this process of  “gentrification” starts in a district it goes on rapidly until all the  
original working class occupiers are displaced and the social character of  the  
district is changed.

London: Aspects of  Change, Ruth Glass, Centre for Urban Studies 
(ed.) (1964) pp xiii-xlii

London doesn’t have a housing problem it has a rich people problem […]  
There are currently 59,881 empty homes in London. That is enough to house  
everybody currently living in emergency temporary accommodation in the city – 
and everyone sleeping on the streets. 20,000 of  these properties have been empty 
over two years. These are not second homes, properties which are rented out or 
homes used for holidays. They are empty, abandoned in some cases, or more often  
deliberately left vacant as investment opportunities.

As Homelessness Soars Number Of  Empty Homes In London Hits 
Seven Year High, Johnny Void, https://johnnyvoid.wordpress.com 
(2016)

We all stayed in one room and kept quiet so nobody else would know we were 
there. It was a derelict flat, they were knocking the estate down … I was there 
about three weeks then they started coming on to pull them down.

Life on the Margins: the experiences of  homeless people living in 
squats, Kesia Reeve with Sarah Coward, A research report  
commissioned by Crisis and the Countryside Agency (March 2004)
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If you are begging on the streets then you qualify to sell
Nervemeter magazine. The minimum suggested donation
is £3: all of that money stays with the vendor. If you would
like to sell Nervemeter magazine, call or text this number -
07427686132 - and we will arrange a delivery to you.
 
Ако просия по улиците след това имате право да продава 
Nervemeter списание. Минималната предложи дарение 
е £3: всички тези пари остава с продавача. Ако искате 
да получите искал да продаде списанието Nervemeter, 
повикване или текстово този номер - 07427686132 - и ние 
ще организираме доставка за вас.
 
Dacă sunteți cerșit pe străzi, atunci te califici să-și vândă
Revista Nervemeter. Donația minimă sugerată este de 3 RON: 
toți banii sta cu vânzătorul. Dacă ar fi dori să vândă revista 
Nervemeter, sunați sau text acest număr -  07427686132 - și 
vom aranja o livrare pentru tine.
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Dear Middle-Class Cunts…
A lot of you are genuinely non-plussed at the hostility you face when you move into a working-
class neighbourhood. 

“But we bring much-needed investment, contribute to the economy, employ local labour, and diversify 
the community!” – you cry as you move into your new Georgian conversion, buy-to-let another council 
flat for your kids, or invest in a shiny new development built on the demolished housing estate of 
people you’ve never met. 

Well, this video might give you a clue why. It’s the blonde blandness with which you whitewash 
London’s streets for investors in homes no-one else can afford to buy.

[the cuntish video promoting Dalston Vibe…] 

The corporate chain stores that follow your insatiable desire for the consumption of luxury goods that 
is the only reward for your meaningless jobs. The rip-off hairdressing salons and vintage clothes shops 
that satisfy your long-awaited conversion to East End hipsterdom. 

The artisanal bakers, ethically-sourced wholefood stores and upmarket supermarket chains that price 
out the street markets on which the local community relies to feed and clothe their kids. The luxury 
flats that leap up overnight to accommodate the latest brood of future hedge-fund managers you keep 
inflicting on this world. 

The estate agents that spring up like poppies on graves around the homes of people evicted to make 
way for you. The crap music with which you pollute the air to advertise the latest bit of useless 
technology making your lives even more vacuous. 

The home-county tourist’s vision of London to which every pub, shop, park, music venue and street 
market within reach of your bulging wallets must conform. The commercialisation and banality that 
follows in your wake like a fucking virus, killing everything it touches. 

The unthinking, unblinking, money-worshipping sense of entitlement with which your braying voices 
transform a community you could never begin to understand into a knocking shop for the highest 
bidder – which is always you you you. 

Fuck off, you’re not welcome, and one day the streets you bought will run with the blood of  
your children.

Classwar 
 

GENTRIFICATION
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It is possible to still find the traditional 
white working class London of yesteryear 
but, increasingly, it is necessary to look to 
some of the suburban areas like Barking 
and Dagenham or to some of the inner 
city council estates. The London of The 
Long Good Friday has given way to the 
London depicted in the films Notting 
Hill and Sliding Doors. The scale of 
the transformation was captured by a 
Newsweek cover story of 1999, headlined 
“London: coolest city on the planet”.
Unequal City - London in the global arena, 

Chris Hamnett (2003)

Neo-liberal policies of deregulation, 
privatisation and lower taxes, appealing 
to individual self-reliance, were lauded as 
reversing the downward spiral of welfare 
capitalism and facilitating the emergence 
of a global open-market economy. In this 
environment, planners were no longer urban 
managers, they became entrepreneurs.  
Plans became marketing documents. 
Neo-liberal or Third Way? What Planners for 

Glasgow, Melbourne and Toronto Say, John 

Jackson, Urban Policy and Research, vol 27, no 4 

(December 2009) pp397-417

Council housing acted as an effective 
buffer against market-led gentrification 
in London and other UK cities up until 
the last 20 years. Council-built, modernist 
flatted estates were and still largely are, 
“no-go areas” for the affluent London 
gentrifier; culturally they represent  
the haunts of a threatening “underclass” 
while their architectural form goes against 
the dominant gentrification aesthetic. 
Housing Stock Transfers, Regeneration and State-

led Gentrification in London, Paul Watt, Urban 

Policy and Research vol 27, no 3 (September 2009) 

Sanctuary HA planned to build 700 
private luxury flats for £300,000 city rich 
kids - not for us or our children […] I 
think a lot of people felt they were being 
displaced, certainly from their block and 
possibly from the area. I think again the 
regeneration professionals, they don’t 
seem to get this at all. However bad they 
may think it is, actually a lot of working 
class people will still say “well I would 
rather live here for all that it’s” – whatever 
the conditions may be – “there are things 
about living in this particular block in this 
particular place that are right for me, my 
children go to the local school, my aunt 
lives down the road, my doctors are …”, 
you know all these aspects of community 
are important.
Ocean tenants vote no to Sanctuary con trick, 

Dave, Defend Council Housing (2007)  

http://defendcouncilhousing.org.uk

New ideas require old 
buildings. 
Maine Arts Commission, (2004:8)

THE HISTORY AND MEANING 
OF GENTRIFICATION

It was a bit like life in the nineteenth 
century countryside in the novels of the 
Brontes and others, in that we ventured 
out only to meet other such people and 
would refer to their “collective” house by 
its street suggesting that they were really 
the only people living there. Ironically we 
were, of course, the shock troops for the 
gentrification of north Hackney.
Gentrification and the Middle Classes, 

Tim Butler (1997) p 2
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The social, economic, and cultural 
segregation that exists in London’s 
Docklands stands as testimony to what 
happens when developer-led regeneration 
is allowed a relatively free rein.
(Lees, Slater and Wyly, 2008)

Commonality and togetherness in struggle 
has to be a requisite for any meaningful 
minority politics; without it, resistance 
to capitalist urbanisation is extremely 
difficult.
Dialectical Urbanism, Andy Merrifield (2002)

Sir, of all the tiresome emotive words 
coined by this generation “gentrification” 
must rank among the worst. By its 
implication of class ridden envy, peculiar, 
I believe to this country and perhaps  
a symptom of the current malaise, fears 
of “gentrification” threaten plans for 
the rehabilitation of many derelict areas  
of “listed” housing in London.
William Bell, member of the Greater London 

Council for Chelsea and chairman of the Historic 

Buildings Committee in a letter to the Times 

(Letters to the Editor, 1977)

As there were such sharp U-turns to 

be made, help was provided for our  

re-orientation. First, the image of public 

housing was identified with high-

rise blocks, although these were only 

a fraction of the whole public sector 

housing stock. Next, lurid tales were told 

about the horrors of the public sector. 

At the same time, we were frequently 

entertained by commercials, depicting 

the delights of “property-owning citizens” 

in the new “enterprise culture”. And 

then the demolition fiestas were staged. 

What would you say if you had been a 

bystander or viewer? Would you not think 

that those stark towers must have been 

hellish places, if no good word whatsoever 

could be found for them, not even in  

a period of increasing homelessness, and 

of widespread desperate housing needs? 

Was public housing really the work of 

the devil? Of course not. Nor was it the  

work of angels.

Clichés of Urban Doom and other essays, 

Ruth Glass, (1989) 

The clearance of the Scottish Highlands, 

the development of the railways, 

slum clearance programmes, housing 

grants all moved large sections of the 

population, inevitably the poorest. What 

these processes have in common is that 

they take a line of least resistance. They 

attack the tenure insecurity of those with 

the quietest political voice and with the 

least equity, in order that compensation 

may be set to a correspondingly low 

level, ignoring the effects that such 

movement incurs on individuals and wider  

social networks.

Measuring Gentrification and Displacement in 

Greater London, Rowland Atkinson,  

Urban Studies, vol 37, no 1 (2000) pp149-165

Although it is often assumed that the 
benefits of revitalisation will “trickle 
down” to the lower and working classes in  
a manner similar to that hypothesized for 
the housing market … in fact they are 
often completely captured by the middle 
and upper classes.
Revitalising Cities, HB Holcomb and  

RA Beauregard, Association of American 

Geographers (1981)
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BARNSBURY - BARBICAN - BRIXTON

These days the process is called gentrification and involves no soul-searching (few troubled 
consciences in Docklands, I imagine) but we were genuinely uneasy about it – or there would have 
been no need for jokes – and, though our unease could be handily recycled into resentment for those 
who bought into the areas later than we had, there was a definite sense that we were shoving the 
indigenous population out.
Writing Home, Alan Bennett (1995) p390

In Barnsbury, the Barnsbury Traffic Scheme reclaimed space for gentrifiers in an overtly exclusionary 
manner: the security buzzers on gentrified flats exclude those who are unwelcome. Although the 
garden squares in Barnsbury are open to the public, an outside feels self-conscious, as if intruding. 
Gentrification in New York, London and Paris: An International Comparison, Juliet Carpenter and Loretta Lees,  

International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, vol 19, 2 (March 1995) pp286-301

Since many of the pioneers were members of the cultural professions – artists, writers, journalists, 
academics, publishers, architects and advertising and television executives – gentrification was a media 
phenomenon as well as a sociological process. A significant proportion of gentrifiers were left-wing, a 
politics that they had developed at university or in their work cultures, and which partly accounted for 
their willingness to settle in working class areas. They used their influence as cultural producers and 
opinion formers to comment on the process in a way that uneasily combined self-promotion, satire, 
guilt, and exculpation.
Early Cultures of Gentrification in London, 1955-1980, Joe Moran, Journal of Urban History, 

vol 34, no1 (2007)

The Barnsbury Association persuaded the council to pay for tree planting, restoring iron-cast street 
lamps and railings. It’s most controversial victory was the implementation of a traffic scheme in March 
1970 that closed off a middle-class neighbourhood to through traffic and redirected cars along streets 
full of working-class tenement blocks.
(Moran, 2007)

Before and immediately after his election as Prime Minister in May 1997, Tony Blair was widely 
identified as an Islington Person, known for dining at the Granita restaurant on Upper Street, and 
contributing a recipe of “fresh fettuccini with a sauce of olive oil, sun-dried tomatoes and capers” to the 
charity fund-raising Islington Cookbook.
(Bennett, 1995) p390

For the gentrifiers, renovation was not simply a case of repointing brickwork, touching up paintwork, 
and retiling the roof. It was a statement about a new kind of lifestyle that was recognisably but not 
ostentatiously middle-class.
(Moran, 2007)
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On this hidden island one floor above the City streets, they likely recognised the terraced concrete 
towers and windswept paved plazas-trademark features of many post-World War II social housing 
projects. However, the structures at the Barbican do not look like the usual monoliths of urban poverty. 
There is real wood panelling on the balconies, where flowers dangle elegantly from hanging boxes 
down to the floors below. A close examination of the Barbican’s walls and columns reveal that the 
whole estate is clad not in typical cheap concrete but rough hand-chiseled Welsh Pen Lee stone. There 
are plenty of ugly ventilation towers, but even these are covered in vines climbing up wooden guides. 
Many visitors to the Barbican and its arts centre have surely sat near the estate’s lush artificial pond, 
with its loudly quacking ducks, and wondered where they were and what kind of people live here.
Middle-Class Castle: Constructing Gentrification at London’s Barbican Estate, Logan Nash, 

Journal of Urban History, vol 39, no 5 (2013)

The area as a whole runs parallel to Railton Road, Brixton’s notorious “front line” of the 1970s and 
1980s and the centre of the 1981 riots. The process of gentrification here is, given this, perhaps the 
most dramatic in all our areas. Streets adjacent to one of Britain’s best-known symbols of urban dis-
repair have been settled and largely transformed over the past decade by high-income professionals 
reclaiming its increasingly sough-after “architectural gems” […] It is significant that a majority of middle 
class home-owners in Brixton, when asked about the appeal of the place, stressed the importance and 
attraction of social and cultural diversity. (Margaret, 38) The best thing about living here is that it’s an 
open community – there is no norm. I find that very reassuring. (Sarah, 32) It’s quiet in our street, but 
there’s lots to do nearby, you don’t need a car. Practically everything you need is in Brixton, the Ritz, 
restaurants, bars, fabulous things. It’s a very diverse population; we don’t stick out living here as two 
women together … I wouldn’t want to live anywhere else.
Social Capital, Gentrification and Neighbourhood Change in London: A Comparison of Three South London Neighbourhoods, 

Tim Butler and Gary Robson, Urban Studies, vol 38, no 12 (2001) pp2145-2162

However, we believe that overall the gentrification of Brixton has contributed to this “tectonic” social 
structure, which celebrates diversity in principle but leads to separate lives in practice: it is what we 
call a celebration of “Brixton in the mind”.
(Butler and Robson, 2001)
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The creative class (or Bobos – “bourgeois Bohemians”) manages to combine a bourgeois work ethic 
with bohemian culture. The creative class desires tolerance, diversity, bike paths, hiking trails, historic 
architecture, and so on. This model of urban and economic renaissance both invites gentrification and 
stifles the diversity and creativity that it seeks.
(Lees & Slater, 2008)

“This violence is all but forgotten now on a sunny Saturday afternoon on Broadway Market, where all 
the boarded up and derelict buildings have been transformed into havens for latte-swilling mums and 
their 4x4 buggies, with talk of dole queues and violence drowned out by tales of huge property deals 
and profits.” Which gets to the crux of this uneasy social shift: sneering is easy at life-by-farmers-
market, but who has fondness for the social malaise it now overrides?
E8: A Modern Mess, Charlie Porter in E8: The Heart of Hackney, 16 June – 15 July 2007, 

Transition Gallery London

WANKERS. Boring middle class wankers!!!!! Stop moving into Hackney and demanding restrictions on 
boozing antics, ultraviolence or any other street activity that makes it a good place to live. Move back to 
Surrey or wherever miserable home counties enclave you come from!! We are bored of your naked self-
interest!! You push house prices up, moan about proles and contribute FUCK ALL!!!!!!
Savage Messiah, Laura Oldfield Ford in E8: The Heart of Hackney, 16 June – 15 July 2007, 

Transition Gallery London 

HACKNEY
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Kevin lives under a railway bridge which crosses the canal near Mare Street, beside the old gasworks. 
Kevin had gathered together some wooden pallets, tarpaulin, a mattress, brazier and an old sofa. He 
constructed a covered sleeping area and a seating area. Then some people from the council came and 
removed it all. Nervemeter asked him some questions.

Nervemeter: How long have you been living like this, under this bridge?

Kevin: Living this way of life?

Nervemeter: Yes.

Kevin: I’ve been homeless on and off for 15 years. I managed to get myself into a hostel down here but 
that only lasted about a year, so I had to leave there and I’m back in same position.

Nervemeter: Was that in Hackney?

Kevin: Yeah just down Mare Street.  

Nervemeter: We noticed you had made a shelter here, collecting stuff, and then did you get moved on?

Kevin: No, I went down into town for a drink, and my mate says oh, council have been, taken all your 
stuff. I said, oh no. I came back and all my stuff had gone. I thought, oh wow, they cleared it all out. 
Everything. It’s not as if I’m doing anybody any harm. So now I’m sat here with just a fire now, a tin 
bucket. 

Nervemeter: Did you speak to them?

Kevin: I didn’t see them. They waited until I wasn’t here. I have had police round, Home Office. 

Nervemeter: What did they say?

Kevin: No, not Home Office – Immigration. Because I had a couple of friends staying with me and 
they were Polish. So they took their photographs. Police and immigration took their photographs. They 
said there’s no need to take your photograph because you’re English. I said yeah I was born here; I’m 
British. She said okay then, and they left, no problem. She said you know council are coming to clean 
this up like. I said no I didn’t actually. So at least I was tipped off about it going to be happening, but I 
was down in town and by time I got back - boom - taken everything I’d got, all my stuff and everything. 
Like I said, I’ve been in this position, where I’ve been building little hide-outs, for 13,15 years.

Nervemeter: Where else have you built little hideouts?

THE NERVEMETER INTERVIEW
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Kevin: All over. 

Nervemeter: In parks and places like that?

Kevin: In parks and things like that yeah. I’ve lived in tents; I’ve got couple of pallets together, put 
them together, put sheeting over the top, slept under that, just to keep out rain. I’ve even slept on shop 
doorways. [To his friend] they took your tents didn’t they - we had tents in park, down in London Fields. 
They came and just took them. 

Nervemeter: So it’s not the first time the council have taken your things.

Kevin: No they’ve done it on numerous occasions. Like I say, doing this for 13 years and not being 
offered any proper accommodation - it’s a bit raw really. You get fed up of it. 

Nervemeter: Are you going to get some more pallets and build another shelter here?

Kevin: Probably, yeah. That’s probably what I’ll do. 

Nervemeter: What’s the longest place you’ve had?

Kevin: What like that, a little camp or something?

Nervemeter: Yes.

Kevin: I don’t know. They normally leave me for two or three months and then they clean me out. 
Like now - now I’ve only got a few things back here. So what I’m thinking is … because I’m a natural 
hoarder; I hoard things because I’ve been on streets for so long. I hoard things. But what I’m thinking 
is just keep a couple of things there, they might leave me alone. Just keep my quilt or my sleeping bag, 
and they might just leave me alone. I suffer from hypothermia because I’ve been living in the cold for 
so long. I mean, I only burn wood on here. So I have a fire on at night and a couple of drinks to knock 
me out, to get me to sleep. I’ve ended up being alcoholic. And I don’t get much money so I have to 
ask people - well if I ‘aint got a drink I’ll go down street and say excuse me, I don’t suppose you’ve got 
enough for drink have you, or give me 10 or 20 pence. And they’ll say, at least you’re honest and go and 
get yourself a drink. 

Nervemeter: People have been alright to you.

Kevin: Yeah they have been sound, beautiful. Some of them are really lovely people. I like people 
around here. I like this place. I’ve lived here for quite a long time like. 

Nervemeter: How were you made homeless?

Kevin: It’s a long story. I fell out with my wife, lost my children. I used to have my own business but I 
lost that. I lost everything. I’ve been on drink ever since. A lot of it got to me - depression suppression. 
It just all got too much for me so I just sort of, I reclused myself and just took off from where I was; 
thought fuck it. I wasn’t getting anywhere - just problems, problems, problems. That was 15-20 years 
ago. Now my sister looks after my son. She brought my son up, and my girlfriend brought my daughter 
up. I’ve seen my kids a couple of times but I don’t have much to do with them. But they are well looked 
after by my family. I mean it hurts not being to see them myself but I’ve had a couple of visits. At least 
they know who I am. Me and my ex don’t get along any more but she got along with my sister, and my 
sister brought my son up with her you see, she helped her. 

Nervemeter: Have you ever squatted?

Kevin: I used to. I had my own place and everything. It was alright for a while. Before all these stupid 
whatever they are came out. 
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Criminalising squatters seems a bonkers waste of effort for no great result.
‘Nobody’s ever believed squatters have rights’ V. Woods, Telegraph (31, August 2012)

  
The introduction of the offence of “squatting in a residential building” in section 144 of the Legal Aid, 
Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 (LASPOA) marked an important turning point in  
the UK state’s relationship with practices of unlawful occupation. By directly criminalising the unlawful 
occupation of residential buildings (including vacant buildings), section 144 – widely regarded as 
“criminalising squatters” – has changed the legal character of squatting. Once viewed as a conflict 
over private property between the owner and the squatter, to be resolved using the civil law toolkit of 
remedies for “simple” trespass and the recovery of possession through enforcement of private property 
rights, squatting has been redefined as a crime against the state, requiring public punishment  
and censure.
Moral Rhetoric and the Criminalisation of Squatting – Vulnerable Demons? 

Lorna Fox O’Mahony, David O’Manony and Robin Hickey (eds.) (2015)

In England, the majority of known arrests under section 144 have taken place in London and the South 
East (134/148 in 2015), where the average house price increase has been 42% between 2010-2015, more 
than double the national average of 17%. London is at the centre of the largest rise in house prices 
(43% since September 2012), and the largest number of people arrested for squatting under section 
144 (545 since September 2012). London boroughs engaged in anti-rough sleeper operations, such as 
Operation Encompass, is demonstrative of government legislation helping to drive up house prices, 
for the benefit of a wealthy few, by criminalising the most vulnerable. 
Squatters’ Action for Secure Homes (SQUASH), Squatting Statistics 2016, 

the link between rising homelessness and the criminalisation of squatting, Policy Brief (May 2016)

For too long squatters have had the justice system on the run and have caused homeowners untold 
misery in eviction, repair, clean-up costs. Not anymore. Hard working homeowners need and deserve 
a justice system where their rights come first – this new offence will ensure the police and other 
agencies can take quick and decisive action to deal with the misery of squatting.
Crispin Blunt MP, Minister for Justice (O’Mahony, Hickey, 2015)

The Ministry of Justice’s language of “legitimate occupants” – implying that the properties covered 
by section 144 were occupied rather than vacant – was misleading as to the mischief of section 144: 
noting that squatting in an occupied residential property was already actionable under the criminal 
law, section 144 is clearly targeted at criminalising squatting in vacant residential property (the word 
“vacant” appears only once in the Consultation Paper, in an annex). 
(O’Mahony, Hickey, 2015)

Luxury penthouses built not for living in, just for making money out of. These cunts are so rich they 
can’t even be bothered to rent out the properties they own – they just sit back and profit as house 
prices soar.
As Homelessness Soars Number Of Empty Homes In London Hits Seven Year High,  

Johnny Void, https://johnnyvoid.wordpress.com (2016)

 

SQUATTING
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The Government does not accept the claim that is sometimes made that squatting is a reasonable 
recourse of the homeless resulting from social deprivation. There are avenues open to those who are 
genuinely destitute and who need shelter which do not involve occupying someone else’s property 
without authority. No matter how compelling or difficult the squatter’s own circumstances, it is 
wrong that legitimate occupants should be deprived of the use of their own property.
Options for Dealing with Squatting, A Consultation Paper, Ministry of Justice (2011)

     

There are thousands of people out there who are in empty properties because they are homeless 
and seeking shelter. The Government need to give further thought to how they are going to deal  
with so many people presenting themselves as homeless.
Hansard, HL Debates (20, March 2012) col 891, Baroness Miller

In the circumstances in which we find ourselves – circumstances in which the Government have 
made drastic cuts to new provision of social housing and have introduced reforms to housing benefit 
which will cause significant numbers of people to lose their homes … I do not think it is right to 
criminalise vulnerable homeless people who seek to find a roof over their heads in empty properties 
in these circumstances.
Hansard, HL Debates, (20 March 2012) col 893, Lord Howarth

The first person to be jailed was Alex Haigh, a 20-year-old apprentice bricklayer who had travelled 
 to London from Plymouth in search of work only to be arrested when he was found by police  
living with several others in an empty Pimlico flat owned by the London and Quadrant Housing  
Association. Haigh was convicted and sentenced to 90 days’ imprisonment at the West London  
Magistrate’s Court.
‘First person jailed for squatting’ E. Twinch. Inside Housing (28, September 2012)

The combined effects of economic crisis and a UK Coalition Government’s manipulation of  
the crisis to embed neoliberal discipline through its “austerity” agenda have again created the  
conditions for a potential crisis of neoliberal hegemony. This is especially evident in the context  
of the British housing market, which is defined for many today by high levels of precariousness.  
The squatter remains a symbol of this precariousness and so constitutes an ongoing challenge  
to neoliberal hegemony.
The political economy of trespass, Revisiting Marxist analysis of the law’s response to squatting, 

Neil Cobb (O’Mahony, Hickey, 2015)

Legitimacy was secured through a new moral panic about the squatter in which specifically 
neoliberal anxieties about the squatter were successfully deployed by the capitalist state: as a threat 
to the home, and especially its asset value; as illegitimate defiance of emerging neoliberal norms of 
private housing consumption; and as a symptom of a feared wave of foreign labour migration.
The political economy of trespass, Revisiting Marxist analysis of the law’s response to squatting, 

Neil Cobb (O’Mahony, Hickey, 2015)



Of course it must be recognised that the squatting population is inherently a hidden population. 
Whether intransient or longer term, the unlawful nature of their occupation – whether it is “chosen” or 
not – marginalises them from society as “property outlaws”, and from elements of citizenship linked  
to residence in light of their lack of a fixed address. 
(O’Mahony, Hickey, 2015)

 

Very little is known about squatting as a homeless situation: despite the relatively high incidence of 
squatting amongst the homeless population, there is virtually no evidence, awareness, or understanding 
about the nature and extent of squatting, nor about situations, profile or experiences of homeless 
people who squat.
Life on the Margins: the experiences of homeless people living in squats, Kesia Reeve with Sarah Coward. A research report 

commissioned by Crisis and the Countryside Agency (March 2004)

 

Squatting is a common response to homelessness, with evidence suggesting that 40 percent of single 
homeless people squat (6 percent on any one night).
Squatting: a homelessness issue, Kesai Reeve, CRESR/CRISIS (September, 2011)

 

“The homeless person” is characterised by a lack of territorial entitlement that translates into a loss 
of moral personhood, often referred to in literature as “social death”. I conclude that squatting, as a 
political and ethical practice, aims not only at the removal of an immediate lack, but also and especially 
at the reconstruction of moral personhood through a practical ethics of recognising and responding  
to the vulnerability inherent in embodiment.
The Ethics of Space: Homelessness, Squatting and the Spatial Self, Stephanie Grohmann, PhD thesis submitted Goldsmiths 

University (2015) 

  
 
Lorna returned to the flats where she had squatted, and which had now been redeveloped, and found a 
bin cupboard where she has spent the past two and a half years sleeping.
(Reeve, 2011)

 
 
Harvey spent the next ten years squatting, sleeping rough, and staying with friends on the odd night. 
“You find empty buildings where you’re not going to bother anyone … doesn’t matter if the windows 
are put in, you’re going to make your own little cardboard bed”.
(Reeve, 2011)

 
 
The other week the council put up the shutters on it, we got locked in and had to prise ourselves out. 
(Reeve, 2011)

 
 
It’s got a downstairs which is just open space with a big hole in the ground where they drilled … I 
think it was to look at subsistence … we don’t use that room. It was very, very cold time. I frost my feet 
… after a few days there start infection in my foot … I still have problems, cold destroyed my nerves in 
fingers.
(Reeve, 2011)         
 
 
“I don’t want to get arrested again and go to prison … I’ll be breaking my licence for breaking and 
entry so I’ll be resentenced, got me no choice if I want to keep out of prison.” He uses a local day 
centre for food and washing facilities but has no contact with other services. 
(Reeve, 2011)
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Of course squatting is an attack on private property: it should be. Not an attack on the houses 
themselves or a destruction of walls, windows or floors, but a principled attack on the iron law of 
property which rules our society, making it lawful for some people to have two, three or twenty houses 
and others to have none at all. It may be the law but it is not justice. Squatting is one way of bringing a 
little bit more justice to this ruthless society. 
MORE PEOPLE SHOULD SQUAT, Brighton Voice, issue 29 (1975) 

Looking at these events from today’s vantage point, when squatters are demonised and squatting 
in residential buildings has been criminalised, it is fascinating to consider why the squatters were 
supported by the general public. At least three reasons explain this. First, in a time of austerity, 
people still remembered the post-war squatters occupying army camps in 1946 to provide housing for 
themselves, and respected the “do it yourself” attitude of squatters renovating derelict houses. Second, 
memories of the Rachman scandal were still fresh and slum landlords were generally disliked. Third, 
and perhaps most importantly, the growing scandal of homelessness and the vast amount of empty 
council properties gave a clear moral justification to squatters who occupied houses and repaired them.
The Squatters’ Movement in Europe: Commons and Autonomy as Alternatives to Capitalism, Squatting Europe Kollective, 

Claudio Cattaneo and Miguel A. Martinez (eds.) (2014) 

Whilst recognising the existence of some 400 empty houses in Southwark and the obvious need of the 
two families involved, Lord Denning rejected the defence of necessity in a classic statement of the 
inviolability of private property:
“If homelessness were once admitted as a defence to trespass, no-one’s home would be safe. Necessity 
would open a door which no man could shut. It would not only be those in extreme need who would 
enter. There would be others who would imagine they were in need, or would invent a need, so as 
to gain entry. Each man would say his need was greater than the next man’s. The plea would be an 
excuse of all sorts of wrong doing. So the courts must, for the sake of law and order, take a firm stand. 
They must refuse to permit the plea of necessity to the hungry and the homeless, and trust that their 
need will be relieved by the charitable and the good.” (1971)
Squatting – A Bibliography, Chris Paris and Gerry Popplestone, Centre for Environmental Studies,  

occasional paper 3 (March 1978)
 

Obviously we hoped the our actions would spark off a squatting campaign on a mass scale, and 
that homeless people and slum dwellers would be inspired to squat in large numbers by small but 
successful actions. But the main purpose of the movement was even wider that this – we hoped to 
start an all-out attack on housing authorities, with ordinary people taking action for themselves. Finally, 
and in close conjunction with this, we saw our campaign as having a radicalising effect on existing 
movements in the housing field – tenants associations, action committees, community project groups 
etc. If these could be radicalised and linked then we really would have achieved something.
The Squatters, Ron Bailey (1973) p34 

Only liberals like you can think of people more wretched than yourselves to feel “concerned” about.
Squatters in London, Mike Kingham (1977) 

There were several squats connected with the Occupy camps at St Pauls and Finsbury Square in the 
City of London, which included the Bank of Ideas, a large social centre in the old headquarters of UBS, 
a squatted courthouse in Old Street and a disused school (whose squatters were illegally evicted the 
same night as those at the St Pauls camp). These were followed by a homeless project in Holborn (the 
Hobo Hilton) and a squatted community library in Friern Barnet.
The Right to Decent Housing and a Whole Lot More Besides: Examining the Modern English Squatters’ Movement in The 

Squatters’ Movement in Europe: Commons and Autonomy as Alternatives to Capitalism, Squatting Europe Kollective, 

Claudio Cattaneo and Miguel A. Martinez (eds.) (2014)
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Organised gangs of Eastern Europeans have occupied and trashed strings of empty neighbouring 
properties. One resident taking on the squatters in Ilford told how she returned home from work one 
day to find up to 30 of them in the four-bedroom house next door.
Evening Standard (2012)

 

Many squatters have simply switched to occupy non-residential properties (as others already do), and 
it is difficult to track exactly how many people have been convicted or even arrested under section 
144 since police forces do not always record minor arrests. After six months, of the 92 people arrested 
under the new law in London, 41 were Romanian, which the right-wing press took as an indication 
that immigration laws should be tightened. In fact, this served only to indicate how much of a political 
football the criminalisation of squatting had become.
The Squatters’ Movement in Europe: Commons and Autonomy as Alternatives to Capitalism,  

Squatting Europe Kollective, Claudio Cattaneo and Miguel A. Martinez (eds.) (2014)

 

Homelessness, when it comes down to it, is a social problem, not an individual one. With the best 
will in the world, this presents a problem for the popular media, which is always better at telling an 
individual story rather than providing meaningful social analysis.
Home Truths: media representations of homelessness, S. Platt in B. Franklin (ed.) Social Policy, the Media and 

Misrepresentation (1999)

 

Squatting as we know it today has had a short but dramatic history. It is commonplace now to 
distinguish between good and bad squats – those which are carried out by genuinely homeless and 
desperate people and the other which are mainly the work of the politically motivated, the fearless and 
odd opportunists such as young tourists.
Evening Standard (14.10.75)

 

Squatters make life hell say tenants … unemployed squatters come and go at will … one in an E-type 
Jaguar. Residents there say coloured TVs, deep freezes and hi-fi equipment is delivered daily to the 
squatters’ doors. 
Telegraph (6.8.74)

 

It’s war on a town’s hippie squatters.
Evening Standard (24.8.72)

 

Hippie flats grab robs aged.
News of the World (11.1.75)

 
 
Many are homeless families but the rest include hippie squatters – layabouts, drug addicts, alcoholics, 
people on the run … and foreigners who can hardly believe their luck at getting a free stay in Britain.
Sunday People (22.6.75)
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Brixton squatters not only had their own squatted café, crèches and book shop, but also Crowbar, their 
own Class War style squatting orientated paper. Strong links were forged with the squatting movement 
on the continent, particularly Germany, and draft dodges from Italy were regularly encountered. And 
with direct communication supplemented by the then fortnightly Black Flag, a couple of phone calls 
and a short article could mobilize numbers in solidarity with other struggles.
Aufleben 4 (1995)

 

HELI-COPS
Last time we had a riot in Brixton, there was a noticeable lack of helicopters on the scene. These  
bastards really work against us, giving the filth up to the minute details on our disposition. The reason 
the flying pigs were not in evidence last time is apparently because some clever soul loosed off a  
couple of fireworks at them. This is their real weak point, as they carry heat sensitive equipment on 
board, which goes haywire in the presence of hot flying objects. If you don’t happen to have a SAM 
rocket to hand, never mind, you can use phosphorous flares, which can be obtained from ships’  
chandlers and sporting goods shops. Best to lay in stock now, before the big summer demand...
Happy Hunting, Moriarty.
Crowbar, no 42, (April/May 1985)

 
Re-Squats
Many premises have been raided by dozens of plain clothes drug squad, followed by ordinary police. 
Search squads have been picking people off the street at random. Community pigs have been on 24 
hour guard standing outside evicted clubs. Police dogs have been used on several occasions and van 
loads of the filth are ready to move in at the slightest incident. The result of all this is that the frontline 
has been virtually deserted for the past fortnight for the first time in five years. But local people are far 
from beaten – most people say that once the weather warms up everyone will come out and confront 
the police.
Crowbar, 42 (April/May 1985) 

 
From Some Mothers at the Braisford Kids Group
We’d like to thank Brixton squatters for supporting our crèche. The crèche got going a few months 
ago by some desperate mothers from the local One o’ Clock Club. Area squatters offered us a shop 
and the crèche has been a great success ever since! Things were going well, so well that we thought 
it’d be nice to get a licence for the shop, since the friendly people at Effra Parade Housing Office were 
apparently going to arrange this. They were delighted by the idea … and we got their final answer four 
days later. 8 Bailiffs and 2 vanloads of pigs showed up at 7.00 in the morning and evicted the crèche 
(the building incidentally had been practically un-used for 5 years and is in an area where there have 
been no evictions for quite a while). They threw the kids’ toys out in the snow and boarded the place 
up with plywood 4 layers thick. There was NO eviction order for the crèche … so much for legality and 
the fucking Housing Office. We now have our crèche back again though, it’s even better than ever. The 
building was re-occupied, Amsterdam-style, two days later … about 30 people, mostly local squatters, 
went straight through the front door in broad daylight with crowbars and sledgehammers. It was great 
fun and the kids loved it. We’ve been given some more toys and things. More parents and kids have 
joined and all the plywood is being used for various community projects. So that’s the end of the story 
… or is it?
Crowbar, 42 (April/May 1985)

 

MANY, many apologies to the 100s of our readers who’ve told us how objectionable they found the 
cover on no. 46. The policeman’s head in question was supposed to look like it rested on an F.A. pen-
alty spot, and not on a dinner plate as many of you thought! Crowbar sez; STOP THE MET. PLAYING 
POLITICAL FOOTBALL WITH DEAR OLD P.C. BLAKELOCK.
Crowbar no 47 (1986)
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